Partner institution and country – what should be clarified?
Guidelines and tools for responsible international knowledge cooperation
https://hkdir.no/en/guidelines-and-tools-for-responsible-international-knowledge-cooperation/international-higher-education-cooperation/partnerships-in-higher-education 
· To what extent is academic freedom safeguarded in the curriculum and teaching?
· To what extent can students, employees and others involved in the cooperation be subjected to political pressure?
· What kind of services is available through the cooperation to students and research fellows on exchange stays?
· What are the possibilities of student involvement in research activities? Will such involvement require special security measures?
· Can the plans be implemented without violating applicable legislation in any of the countries, e.g. related to data protection?
· How is the academic year and the budget year organised, and how does the partner institution organise its system for receiving international students?
· What arrangements are in place for helping students to prepare for stays in partner countries and at partner institutions?
· What are the reasons for the choice of country/countries and partner(s); is it necessary to carry out a due diligence assessment?
· Does the subject area, activities, countries and partners necessitate assessments that fall under the Export Control Regulations?
· Are the partners in question accredited and degree-granting higher education institutions?
· Is the teaching cooperation compatible with the Norwegian framework for recognising credits taken abroad?
· What level of management does the agreement need support from in order to be implemented? Has the cooperation been approved at the correct level?
· Is a residence permit or visa required? What type of permit or visa is required? For mobility to Norway, see udi.no.


General check points for all:
· Make sure your educational plans fit with academic calendars for all institutions involved (feasible, possible, practical and academic recognition if studying abroad).
· Study administration at partner institution is key. Partner knows best local context and can fill in what is relevant or not for your collaboration arrangements. 
· Student exchange (outgoing) should mean no study fees, but additional costs can still be high from some partner institutions/countries and could (or should) be budgeted for.
· Visa cost and requirements: https://www.udi.no/ / https://www.udi.no/skal-soke/besok-og-visum/besoksvisum-til-norge/ (different rules over and under 90 days, and some of the countries requires visa application prior arrival under 90 days etc, check webpage)
· Extra stipend from Lånekassen to non-English speaking countries in the Panorama Strategy, meaning 2675 NOK per month to Japan, China, South Africa or South Korea. 
· Check out Lånekassen for additional information on travel grant etc to each country


Some additional tips to consider if relevant:

USA:
· Extra funds needed for insurance (can be up to $1600 for one semester, check with partner institution)
· Cost of visa (NOK 5000 ++) plus travel to Oslo embassy
· Housing is expensive (around NOK 10,000 per month)
· Extra costs related to studies (up to $500 for one semester)
· Transportation cost in USA, depending on the city
· Academic freedom and 
· Academic calendar/duration often similar to Norway
· Partner agreements can be time consuming (legal departments at partner institutions can take time)
· https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_usa/id2417194/ 

Canada
· Academic Calendar: Most universities in Canada follow a two-semester structure, with a main season running from September to December and a smaller season running from January to April. Some schools also offer a summer semester from May to August.
· French or English part
· https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_canada/id2414944/ 

Japan:
· Natural disasters (earthquake drills and tsunamis)
· Academic calendar, some places similar to Germany (Oct-March, April -Sept)
· Required academic reference and health check from Norway
· Housing - check with partner (often student accommodation)
· https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_japan/id2415973/ 

South Korea:
· Visa costs vary depending on situation (between 600-900 NOK), ask partner
· https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_sorkorea/id2416503/ 

South Africa:
· Safety is a concern in some areas and should be checked
· Visa is required for entry
· Refer to UD website for more information: https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_sorafrika/id2424513/ 

India:
· Pollution is a problem that should be considered when selecting housing (safe locations and good climate)
· Check academic calendar with partner if relevant
· https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/reiseinfo_india/id2414743/ 


Risk assessment, general factors regarding mobility

USA:
Crime or violence in certain cities/areas
Armed violence can occur, particularly in some states
Natural disasters such as earthquakes (especially in Washington State) and hurricanes (especially in southeastern areas such as Florida)

Japan:
Risk of natural disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis, particularly in the southern part of the country
Language and cultural barriers can be challenging
High humidity in summer months

South Korea:
Political tension with North Korea can affect the region
Cultural differences and language barriers can be challenging
Air pollution in some areas, particularly in Seoul

South Africa:
Crime, particularly in big cities such as Cape Town and Johannesburg
Risk of terrorism in some areas
Traffic safety can be a concern

India:
Air pollution in many cities, particularly in Delhi
Risk of political unrest or demonstrations
Cultural and language differences can be challenging
