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What is Brunel?

• Campus University in London

• Founded 1966

• Strong business links

• Prepare our students for 

successful careers

• Social mobility

• International university



Brunel today

2,500 Staff 

• 1,000 Academic/Research

• 1,500 Support

12,800 Students

• 9,300 Undergraduate (12% 

overseas)

• 2,500 Master’s (50% overseas)

• 1,000 Doctoral (50% overseas)

• Students and staff from more than 130 

countries

• Excellent record for social mobility

• More than 100,000 alumni scattered 

across the globe



Diversity

Overseas
14%

BME
69%

NS-SEC 4-7
44%

POLAR 3q1-2
15%

Disability
10%

Mature
9%

Brunel’s undergraduate students (2016)
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Digital Assessment @ Brunel - Context

• VLE - Blackboard Learn

• Mix of practice

• 100% Coursework submission

• Paper only submission

• Limited electronic feedback

• Digital Exams limited to 
in-class test / formative exercises

• Drive from Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic)

“100% electronic submission, marking and feedback” 
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BYOD Examinations – Perceived Benefits

• More authentic assessment (typed vs written)

• Improved quality of answers 

• Inclusivity 

• Easier to read and mark scripts

• Integrated plagiarism detection 

• Less paper and manual handling

• Shorter turn-around time for exams

• Flexibility of BYOD

15 May 2017
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25 October 2017
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25 October 2017

#bruneldigitalexams 11

• 2 hour exam

• 113 /156 (72%) used 

BYOD laptops

• 12 students needed 

mains power

• Needed more 

wireless capacity

• Need better 

preparation for BYOD
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Year 2 – Capacity Building

IT - Timetabling - Estates - Library
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Digital	Submissions

Coursework Exam

1583	exam	scripts
3193 coursework	submissions

4776	total

Capacity Building – 2016/17

1583 exam scripts

3193 coursework submissions

4776 total
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What do people think?

Students

“Much better to write 
exams on laptops”

Staff

“It is so nice to be able 
to read the scripts”

Administrators

“Processing after 
exams is much easier”

13 June 2017

On 15 May 2017, at 17:08, XXX YYY 

<1234567@my.brunel.ac.uk> wrote:

Dear Simon

Thank you for the follow up and looking 

into the issue.

On the other hand would just like to 

give you some feedback regarding the 

wise flow exams. I really enjoyed the 

change from paper to online and made 

completing my exam easy and less 

stress free. I highly recommend you to 

continue using this system for exams 

as other students also love it!

Regards 

A Student

mailto:1412030@my.brunel.ac.uk


Brunel University London 

Students
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Sport Science Student Feedback (Jan 2017)

LEVEL 1

58% response rate  (84 students)

LEVEL 2

25% response rate (34 students)

15 May 2017
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Student Engagement

Year % 

engagement

1 22

2 46

3 51

MSc 49

How do we get students to engage?

Practice Sessions
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Administrators
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Jeremy Kemp at English Wikipedia
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Academic Staff



Brunel University London 15 May 2017
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BYOD Examinations

Pen and Paper
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Environment
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Brunel Challenges
Issue Mitigation

Infrastructure Power points provided

Boost Wifi
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Brunel Challenges
Issue Mitigation

Students without 

laptops

Library loan laptops 

PC labs

Suitable 
Laptop?

NO

PC lab
Loan 

Laptop

YES

BYOD

Exams May 2017

80% 8% 12%



Brunel University London 

Lessons Learned

Technology is ready, but not mature

It is not about the technology, 

it is about the people, and the infrastructure
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• Involve the right people

• Senior management leadership

• Clarity and focus

• Manage expectations (up and down)

• Autonomy/authority of decision making

• Take managed risks

• Reiterative process (evaluate - improve - do)

29

Ensuring Success Timetabling

IT
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Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
Scope carefully (understand the context)

What are you expecting to learn

Understand risks 

Take managed risks



Brunel University London 

What’s next….

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

training
CEDPS 

CW + some exams

Jun Sep

15 May 2017

2020/21

training
CEDPS + 50% CHLS / CBASS  

CW + L1 exams

training
University

CW  + L1/L2 exams

training
University

CW + L1/L2/L3/L5 exams
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Digital Examinations are really an 

evolutionary step that we’ve been too scared 

to take.

If all students have laptops, what does that 

mean for our teaching?

If all submissions are captured 

electronically, how can we exploit that data 

to improve our teaching?

#bruneldigitalexams 33
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Investing in the campus

Learning and Teaching Centre
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Analytics

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/~cssrssk/digiprogress/
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Data Driven Education

Are we going to be the leaders or the victims?


