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Abstract 
Mariam Kharatyan
Today’s concert in Musikkens Hus, in Sigurd-Lie salen 
is part of Mariam Kharatyan’s Artistic Research proje-
ct - “Interpretation issues of A. Khachaturian’s piano 
compositions”. This is a research project in field of the 
classical piano music,  which has been admitted to 
the Norwegian Artistic Research Program since Octo-
ber of 2015. This is the first time when University of 
Agder has been represented in the Norwegian Artistic 
Research Program with a classical project.
Mariam Kharatyan’s approach to this project is from 
the point of view of a pianist performer and has 
aimed to focus of the different aspects and contexts 
of the interpretation of composer’s several significant 
piano compositions, such as the Trio for Clarinet in 
B, Violin and Piano, Concerto in D flat Major for Piano 
with Symphony Orchestra, Song-Poem and Dance for 
violin and piano, also some compositions written for 
solo piano, such as the Poem and Toccata, as well as 
transcriptions from Khachaturian’s ballets “Gayaneh” 
and “Spartacus”.

Kharatyan’s preliminary research showed that in 
some of A. Khachaturian’s compositions contains also 
imitation of the sound of Armenian folk instruments, 
such as kamancha, tar, kanon, dhol
etc. Her intention is to show that Khachaturian’s mu-
sical idiom has its deep roots in the Armenian
folklore music, inspired from the rich traditions of folk 
musicians- Ashughs art and that generally his art is 
imbued with the spirit of Armenian national art.

The other aspect of her approach is to find out her 
own, individual way of the interpretation of Khacha-
turian’s above mentioned compositions, as well as 
to gain organic synthesis of all achieved information 
regarded to Armenian Musical Culture. This will be 
presented in her solo performances and chamber 
music together with other international musicians 
during the years of her musical journey of Khachatu-
rian project.
 
The project “Interpretation issues of A. Khachaturian’s 
piano compositions” is supervised by Dr. Fil. 
Professor Per Kjetil Farstad, University of Agder,
Faculty of Fine Arts.

Armenian pianist Mariam Kharatyan completed her musical 
education as a pianist performer in Yerevan, Armenia. In 2011 she 
graduated with top grades Master’s Degree of piano performance 
at the Komitas State Conservatory in Yerevan, in class of Associate 
Professor Areg Sargsyan. Since 2012 she has moved to Norway 
and has studied in Agder Music Conservatory , in Master program 
of piano performance, Western –European Music in class of 
Professors Tellef Juva and Sveinung Bjelland. Shortly after moving 
to Norway, in October of 2012 Mariam has been invited to perform 
Beethoven’s 3rd piano concerto in Sigurd Køhns Hus of Agder Con-
servatory and in Som Kirke in Kristiansand, as a soloist with Agder 
Symfoniorkester, Conductor - James Duddle, Norway.

In 2015 Mariam Kharatyan has been admitted to the Norwegian 
Artistic Research Programme with research project  “Interpreta-
tion Issues of A. Khachaturian’s piano compositions”. Currently 
she is Assistant professor in The University of Agder working as 
an accompanist and research fellow, actively involved in various 
projects of the cultural life of UiA, in Kristiansand/Norway, as well 
as performing in International stages. In October of 2015 she 
has been invited for the masterclasses with Leif Ove Andsnes, 
organized by Prof. Jiri Hlinka Piano Academy in E. Grieg’s Museum, 
in Troldhaugen, Bergen.

In 2015, Composer, Professor of Agder University, Konrad Mikal 
Øhrn dedicated his ”Concertpiece for Piano, Timpani and String 
Orchestra” to Mariam. She gave the first performance of this 
composition with the String Orchestra of Sarajevo Music Academy 
and with Conductor Tijana Vignevic , within the project ”Musical 
Dialogues” in Sarajevo/Bosnia-Hercegovina, 2015.
Kharatyan is the winner and participant in several international 
competitions. In 2014 she received diploma of Semifinalist in the 
14th E. Grieg International Piano Competition, in Bergen.  In 2013 
She won 1st prize in 5th International piano competition ”Giovanni 
Musicisti” in Treviso/Italy.  In 2010 she won a prize in the ”Renais-
sance” International  2nd contest-festival of musician-performers 
in Gyumri, Armenia. 
Along with her activities as soloist, Mariam also performed as 
chamber musician in Ung Klassisk Festival, in NYCMF /Norwegian 
Youth Chamber Music Festival/ and in RisorUNG Festival.
Mariam has participated in master classes as a soloist and as 
a chamber musician with Einar-Steen Nokleberg /Norway/ , Jan 
Jiracek Von Arnim /Austria/, Kim Kashkashyan /USA/, Ashley Wass 
/UK/ and others. Throughout her musical career she has perfor-
med numerous recitals in Yerevan and in other Armenian cities, 
as well as in Norway, Sweden, Italy, Hungary, Romania, Belarus, 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, etc.

Mariam Kharatyan piano



She started to play the violin from 7 years.  2000-2010 she stu-
died at special music school of Tchaikovsky  (Tatyana  Hayrapety-
an`s class) and graduated with honors.
2014 Linda was graduated from Yerevan Komitas State Conser-
vatory  and studied under the supervision of Profesor Shahen 
Shahinyan.
From 2014 she moved to Norway. Now she is a student of Agder 
University in classical department ,  in second year of the Master 
program in the class of Adam Grüchot.
In 2007 participated in the national contest-festival, where she 
received the title of laureate. 
In 2008 participated in the second national competition-festival 
after Alexander Spendiaryan, where she received her diploma.
In 2011, she  participated in the third international contest-festival 
”Renaissance” of the  musician performers, where she received 
the title of laureate and was awarded a silver medal.  She has 
participated in multiple charity concerts in Yerevan, as well as in 
many regions of Armenia.
In 2012, as part of the Armenian-Turkish Youth Orchestra perfor-
med concerts in Istanbul and in the festival YOUNG EURO CLASSIC 
in Berlin. She  was playing in a chamber orchestra named ”Narek”, 
artistic director and conductor Aram Talalyan. The orchestra had 
participated in many concerts in Armenia and abroad.  She was 
playing also in State  Youth Orchestra  of Armenia (conductor 
Sergey Smbatyan ).
In June 2013 she gave concerts in Tallinn. She participated in 
many master classes with Ray Chen, Levon Chilingirian,  Joseph 
Swensen, Zsolt - Tihamer Visontay,  Cordula Hacke,  Rolf Gupta and 
others.
Linda took part in many competitions,  festivals in different 
countries including National gallery international music festival, 
Young Euro classic’s  festival, Santander international festival and 
others.   And participated in several international projects includi-
ng I CULTURE orchestra, Orkester Norden. She played concerts  in  
Poland,  Germany,   France,  Sweden,  Scotland , Spain,  Georgia,  
Ukraine,  Latvia,  Denmark, Norway.
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Inga Marie Soteland clarinet

Henriette Lindstad Petersen finished her bachelor degree in 
classical performing music at the Academy of Music and Drama 
in Gothenburg, Sweden in the spring of 2013 and after this she 
has been working as a freelance musician situated in Telemark. 
Here she has also been hired as the group-leader of the 2. violins 
in Telemark Symphony Orchestra. She also has much orchestral 
experience from other orchestras, amongst them Ungdomssym-
fonikerne, Norsk Ungdomssymfoniorkester, Juniororkesteret at 
Barratt Due, Vestfold Symfoniorkester, Telemark Kammerorkester, 
Swedish Rock Symphony Orchestra, 1B1 og Swedish National 
Orchestra Academy. Henriette plays on a regular bases church mu-
sic, gypsy music and popular music. She often does collaborations 
with many of Telemarks organists and musicians. In 2014 she gra-
duated her teaching degree at the University of Telemark and has 
for many years worked as a substitute in violin at music schools 
in Porsgrunn and Skien. She has also worked for six months as an 
El Sistema teacher at Nome music school. In 2015 she started her 
Master degree in classical performing music at the University of 
Agder. Her teacher here is Adam Grüchot.”

Inga Marie Soteland is a 22 years old clarinetist. She studies as 
a bachelor candidate at University of Agder. Inga started playing 
clarinet when she was 9 years old in the school band for girls 
in Mandal. In high school she started studying music and after 
graduating she served one year for His Majesy the King’s Guard 
of Norway  Band and Drill Team as solo clarinetist. She recieved 
in 2012 the Norwegian scholarship called ”Drømmestipendet” 
for Norwegian Council of Art and Norsk Tipping. She has played 
in Sørlandet Symphonic band, Agder clarinet choir and Mandal 
Byorkester. 

Henriette Petersen violin

In 2014 she participated a project called FISOC-Festivo Internati-
onal Symphony Orchestra Collaboration. In 2015 she participated 
on ”Musical Dialogues” a Norwegian-Bosnian concert project and 
the project ”Bach in the subway”. She has also played in master 
classes with among others Rolf Gupta, Wissam Boustany and 
Cordula Hacke.



Program
Aram Khachaturian (1903-1978)

Poem for piano (1927)
In the Folk vein

Valts-Caprice and Dance (1926)
Transcriptions for solo piano from A. Khachaturian’s Ballets by W. V. Sargsyan
Lullaby and Dance of the girls with Tamburines from ballet ”Gayaneh” (1942)

Adagio from ”Spartacus” Ballet (1950)
Toccata for solo piano (1932)

 
Mariam Kharatyan/piano

 
Song-Poem dedicated in honor of Ashughs, for violin and piano (1929)

Dance for violin and piano (1926)
 

Linda Manukian/violin
Mariam Kharatyan/piano

 
Trio for Clarinet, Violin and Piano (1932)

Andante con dolore, con molto espressione
Allegro- Maestoso pesante

Moderato- Presto
 

Henriette Petersen/violin
Inga Marie Soteland/clarinet

Mariam Kharatyan/piano


