Welcome to the University of Agder!

We are looking forward to seeing you in Kristiansand. I hope you will find the information below useful. I will post this letter on the website, and also post any updates there.

Semester start dates

The semester officially starts on August 16. Most classes start on August 18. Orientation for international students is from August 13-16, followed by the semester start festival (which you will not want to miss). Arrival day is therefore Thursday, August 12.
Arrival

Arrival day is Thursday, August 12.
On this day, students from the Erasmus Student Network (ESN) will meet you at the central bus station in Kristiansand. You will be contacted by an ESN “buddy” by email 1-2 weeks before you arrive and will receive their telephone number in case you need to inform them of changes in your travel plans. Please arrive on this day because this is the only day we can arrange for a buddy from the Erasmus Student Network to meet you. It is not possible to get into student housing before August 12. 
If you have to arrive earlier, there is fairly reasonable accommodation at Centrum Budget Hotel: http://www.motell.no/english.asp and a lot of people have started “couch surfing:” www.couchsurfing.org.
If you arrive earlier, you can come to the bus station at August 12 to meet your buddy.

Arrival form
Please fill out the arrival form you will find here by July 15: http://www.uia.no/en/portals/study/exchange_students/before_arrival
To get to the bus station after you arrive:

Arriving by plane: the name of the airport is Kjevik. You can take the bus directly to the station (it takes about half an hour and costs 80 NOK). The schedule is enclosed.

Arriving by boat: the ferry line is called Color Line: www.colorline.no and the boat leaves from Hirtshals, Denmark. The boat comes in right next to the bus station.

Arriving by train: the train is operated by NSB: www.nsb.no and stops right next to the bus station.

Arriving by bus: Buses from Oslo and Torp are operated by Konkurrenten www.konkurrenten.no or Lavprisekspressen www.lavprisekspressen.no. Guess what? They arrive at the bus station!

More information about getting here: http://www.uia.no/en/portals/study/exchange_students/before_arrival/getting_there
Orientation and Semester start festival
Orientation is very important, and we also try to make it fun. We ask you to arrive on August 12 to make sure that you are here for the full orientation on August 13. There will be some activities for international students on the weekend, and then the semester start festival begins on Monday. The festival is for all students at UiA.

Academic calendar

Arrival day is August 12. The last examination date is Dec. 18. The full academic calendar is on the website. You may be finished before Dec. 18, but the examination schedule is not published until September, so make arrangements to depart Norway after Dec. 18.
Residence permits / visa

Students from outside of the EU and EEA should apply for a residence permit BEFORE coming to Norway. Read the information on the Immigration Department's website, and contact your nearest Norwegian embassy for more information. The application can be downloaded from https://selfservice.udi.no/. If you are a student from the EU or EEA, you do NOT need a residence permit before you arrive. You can just register with the police shortly after arrival.  Students from some countries are required to take a tuberculosis test. You can check the list of countries here: 
Health and insurance

You must be insured while you are in Norway. 

European students should order a European Health Card. You will then be treated as a Norwegian when seeking health services. Students from outside of Europe must provide proof of insurance from their home country in order to receive a residence permit. When you receive health services in Norway, you will have to apply to your insurance provider at home for reimbursement.
We also recommend that you purchase travel insurance in your home country.

Housing

All exchange students are guaranteed housing. You do not need to fill out a separate application, but you do not get to choose where you would like to live either. Rent is approximately 2700 – 3200 per single bedroom. Kitchen and bathroom are shared with one or more students. There is a laundry room in the basement of each residence with a washing machine and drier, a TV lounge and payphone. Internet access is available in each room for a connection fee of 100 NOK and a subscription rate of 175 NOK each month. 
Bedding, kitchen utensils, etc.

The rooms are furnished, but there are no sheets, pillows, kitchen equipment, plates or utensils. If you like, you can purchase a used duvet and pillow for 50 NOK when you arrive. These have been used by one exchange student before and have been washed and stored for the summer. Even if you buy a used duvet and pillow, you will still need to bring sheets and a pillowcase or buy them when you get here. The dimensions of the duvet are135X200 cm. Check out ESN Agder’s Facebook group to get in touch with former exchange students who are trying to sell their used items. You may be able to save some money!
What to bring

Sheets, warm clothes, rain clothes, good shoes, good boots, a backpack, passport, proof of insurance (European Health Card for European students), something small that represents your country or culture (for orientation and International Week).
Course registration

There will be room for you in the courses that you have pre-selected, but you will register online when you arrive. We will tell you all about it at orientation.

Banking

If you want to open a bank account in Norway and are staying for just one semester, you can register to receive a “D-number” (a simplified version of the Norwegian ID number). It will take about 4 weeks, and then you will be able to open an account at any bank in Norway
If you are staying longer than 6 months, you can apply for a Norwegian ID number when you arrive and open a bank account with that number. You will need your passport for identification. 

There are cash machines on campus and all over Kristiansand. VISA is the most widely accepted credit / debit card. The currency is Norwegian crowns (NOK, kroner).
Erasmus Student Network (ESN)

The Erasmus Student Network is a European- wide network of students helping exchange students. ESN Agder is the local branch of ESN. They are a group of fantastic Norwegian students who will meet you when you arrive and help you get settled in Norway. They arrange all kinds of activities while you are here. Their website is www.esnagder.no and they are also very visible on Facebook (search for the group ESN Agder). If you have any questions for them before arrival, send an email to buddy.esnagder@gmail.com.
I hope this answers a lot of the questions you have about studying in Norway. 

If you haven’t already checked out this website, it is wonderful. It gives you the answers to most of the questions not answered above (and most of the questions already answered above!):

http://www.studyinnorway.no/
WE ARE SO GLAD YOU CHOSE NORWAY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF AGDER!
Looking forward to meeting you,
Clare
